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SUB J : SOVIET PARTICIPATION IN UNTSO 

1. SOVIET PERMREP MALIK CALLED ON ME AT HIS REQUEST AT 
10:45 AM NOV 13. HE OPENED CONVERSATION BY DECLARING THAT 
SYG WALDHEIM HAD INFORMED HIM THAT I HAD "INTERFERED" IN 

THE MATTER OF INTERPRETERS THAT WOULD ASSIST SOVIET OBSERVERS 
IN UNTSO. THIS WAS NONE OF OUR BUSINESS. IT UP TO EACH 
PARTICIPANT IN UNTSO TO DETERMINE ITS OWN NEEDS FOR INTERPRETERS, 
SECRETARIES AND SO FORTH. IN DOBRYNIN-KISSINGER UNDERSTANDING, 
THERE HAD BEEN NO EMNTION OF INTERPRETERS. ON OCT 28 MALIK 
HAD RAISED MATTER WITH SYG. WALDHEIM HAD SHOWN UNDERSTANDING. 
ON NOV 10 HE HAD CHECKED WITH WALDHEIM AGAIN AND HAD BEEN 
TOLD THAT SOVIET UNION SHOULD PROVIDE ITS OWN INTERPRETERS, 
WHICH WOULD NOT HAVE OBSERVER STATUS. ON NOV 12 HE HAD 
CHECKED WITH WALDHEIM STILL AGAIN, ONLY TO DISCOVER THAT 
COMPLICATIONS HAD ARISEN BECAUSE OF "INTERFERENCE FROM 
AMERICAN SIDE." 

2. IN COURSE OF HOUR-LONG CONVERSATION WHICH FOLLOWED, 

MALIK RESTATED ALL OF ARGUMENTS AND CHARGES WE HAD HEARD 
IN PREVIOUS WEEKS. MY RESPONSES INCLUDED FOLLOWING: 

(A) OUR FIRM RECOLLECTION OF CONVERSATION WITH MALIK IN NEW 
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YORK AND OUR INFORMATION ABOUT KISSNGER-DOBRYNIN DISCUSSIONS 
LEFT US NO ROOM TO DOUBT THAT TWO SIDES HAD AGREED ON 36 
BODIES - 36 POSITIONS- AND NO MORE, WITH NO THOUGHT INTER- 
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PRETERS OR ANYONE ELSE WOULD BE ADDED. 

(B) SOVIET SIDE WAS TRYING ONCE AGAIN TO REOPEN A CLEAR 
AGREEMENT, CAUSING ME TO WONDER ABOUT UTILITY OF ANY SUCH 
AGREEMENTS. 

(C) US FIRMLY REJECTS IDEA THAT ANY PARTICIPANT IN UNTSO 
CAN PROVIDE SUPPORT PERSONNEL THAT ARE THEMSELVES OUTSIDE 
UNTSO. I UNDERSTOOD 20 OF SOVIET INTERPRETERS IN CAIRO ARE 
MILITARY OFFICERS ANYWAY. WHY SHOULD NOT THESE AND 16 OTHERS 
CONSITUTUTE A SOVIET OBSERVER ELEMENT? 

(D) IF THIS PROBLEM PROVED INSURMOUNTABLE FOR SOVIETS, 

PERHAPS WE SHOULD GO BACK TO THE NO-SOVIETS-NO- AMERICANS 
FORMULA- ONE WHICH WOULD DOUBTLESSFIND CONSIDERABLE 
SUPPORT IN UN. 

3. COMMENT: THIS WAS PARTICULARLY BALD CASE OF STANDARD 
SOVIET GAME OF REOPENING AGREMENTS. MALIK KNOWS PERFECTLY 
WELL WHAT WAS SAID IN HIS CONVERSATIONS WITH ME. I THINK 
IT MIGHT BE USEFUL IF WE TOLD SOVIETS AT OTHER LEVELS THAT 
THIS IS MERELY LATEST INSTANCE OF PRETENDED MISUNDERSTANDING, 

THAT SUCH TACTICS ARE NOT APPRECIATED, PARTICULARLY HIS 
TECHNIQUE OF QUOTING DOBRYNIN S IMAGINARY SECRET UNDER- 
STANDINGS WITH SECRETARY. 
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